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NEW BUILDING 


A ground-breaking ceremony will be held on the site of 
= the new National Library of Medicine building on the grounds 
§ of the National Institutes of Health at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, 


fm June 12, 1959. Secretary Arthur S. Flemming of the Depart- 


ment of Health, Education, and Welfare will give a short 
address. Senator Lister Hill, co-author of the National Li- 
brary of Medicine Act, will turn the first spade of earth. 
The Chairman of the Board of Regents of the National Library 
of Medicine, Dr. Champ Lyons, will be the chairman of the 
proceedings. 

Construction bids for the new building were advertised 
on March 31, and will be opened on May 5, 1959. 


CONGRESSIONAL HEARING 


On March 4, 1959, the Director presented the National 
Library of Medicine's budget request for Fiscal Year 1960 
® for $1,566,000 to a Subcommittee of the House Committee on 
"Appropriations, of which the Honorable John E. Fogarty of 
mm Rhode Island is the Chairman. 


NLM INTERNS 


The third year of the National Library of Medicine's 
minternships in medical librarianship will begin in September. 
POut of an exceptionally strong field of eighteen candidates, 

* three have been chosen. They are: Miss Anne Crosby of the 


)Wuniversity of Michigan, Miss Cora E. Morrison of the Univer- 


“@sity of North Carolina, and Miss Eileen V. Riley of Columbia 

In the fall these interns will begin rotating 

of thirteen weeks in each of the Divisions of 

the year's program also includes participation 

in regularly scheduled seminars, visits to other libraries 

in the Washington area, and opportunities for special for- 
eign-language study. 
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SEARCHING 


The finding of material known to be in the NLM collec- 
tion is becoming easier as recataloging progresses. The 
goal, of course, is not only to know that a particular piece 
is in the collection but also where that piece is physically 
located on the shelves, so that it can be produced when it 
is needed. The major part of the monographs is already so 
ordered, while most of the serials are shelved according to 
the Union List of Serials system, which means that members 
of the staff can usually determine where the serial sets are 
even if some of the older records fail to indicate how much 
of the set is in the collection. 





The real problem now is in the locating of the odd item, 


The records refer to "Box Items," "Alphabet Boxes," "Case 
Items" (long since removed from their cases), "Pamphlet Box- 
es,"" "Thesis Collection." Most of these are slight items of 
a few pages; together with the unusual pictorial material 
they are often more difficult to find than weighty tomes of 
perhaps greater significance. 

Recently a full-scale search was made to find a colored 
steel engraving with accompanying text of Rhinophyma; or the 
Hammer-Nose, by Balmanno Squire (1859), which had been re- 
quested. The item had not been located during the initial 
search, although it was known to be in the collection be- 
cause it was listed in the Index-Catalogue. NLM's expert, 
who is a combination of sleuth, dowser, and magician, was 
put on the problem, not only to fill the request but also to 
vindicate the Index-Catalogue. 

Both purposes of the search were accomplished; the item 
was found in a dusty package in an attic room and the order 
was filled. This is a type of expensive and time-consuming 
searching which fortunately is dwindling in amount with each 
year that passes. 











EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 


Like many of their fellow citizens, members of the staff 
of the National Library of Medicine are concerned with the 
present state of education, and want to do whatever they can 
to improve it. But they are dumfounded by the receipt of 
this request from a secondary school teacher: "We would like 
to have all the books, charts, slides, pictures, pamphlets, 
movies, and addresses to get additional material and speci- 


mens, on the following ...: Lobster, Space, Skeleton, Heart, 
Gibberlic [sic] Acid, Embryo of a Chick, Fetal Pig, and 
Mathematics. Do you have any books and specimens for us to 


loan? May we hear at once?" 
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OUT OF THE PAST 


Through the kindness of Miss Eleanor G. Steinke, the 
National Library of Medicine has received a photostat copy 
of a letter written by John Shaw Billings on November 29th, 
1875, to Paul Fitzsimmons Eve of Nashville. 

Dr. Eve (1806-1877) took his M.D. at the University of 
Pennsylvania in 1828; in 1831 while in Europe he served as 
an Army Surgeon in Warsaw during the Russian advance, and 
later became Professor of Surgery at Georgia, Louisville, 
Missouri, and at Nashville (1851-68; 1870-77). Dr. Eve was 
President of the American Medical Association in 1857-58; in 
1861 he was appointed Surgeon-General of Tennessee and later 
served as Chief Surgeon of General Joseph E.Johnston's Army. 
He was editor of the Southern Medical Journal from 1845 to 
1849, and of the Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery 
from 1851 to 1873. (Data from Kelly's Cyclopedia (v. 1, p. 
293, 1912) and the article by R. A. Halley in American His- 
torical Magazine (v. 9, p. 281, October 1904)). 

Excerpts from the letter follow. 
"I shall be very glad to help you in any way 

that I can, and to furnish you all the facilities 
which the Library affords. It seems to me that it 
will be necessary for you to come here and spend a 
week, which I think we can make pleasant for you. 
You shall have a desk and chair, an index of ev- 
erything, and a man to find books for you. I shall 
be glad if you will stay with me while here. I 
live in a plain quiet way, but have plenty of room 
and would really enjoy your visit. . .. The main 
part of the Data that you want is, I presume, in 
Journals and Transactions, of which this Library 
has nearly all. . . . Consider me as at your serv- 
ice, tell me what to do, and believe me to be Very 
respectfully & truly yours, John Shaw Billings, 
Asst Surg USA." 














SERIAL NUMBERING 


The National Library of Medicine uses a special system 
of numbering to insure the alphabetical arrangement of the 
large number of serials contained in its collection. A brief 
description of this arrangement appears on p. xvi of the 
National Library of Medicine Classification; a more detailed 
explanation is now available in Eleanor Hasting's article 
Use of Serial Shelving Numbers," which appeared in the Win- 
ter 1959 issue of Library Resources and Technical Services 


(3:62-3). Reprints of Miss Hasting's article are available 
on request. ‘ 
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SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


In February an exhibit entitled “Abraham Lincoln ang 
his Doctors" was installed in observance of Lincoln's birth 
day anniversary. The special exhibit for March is entitle 
"Physicians in Congress."' A portrait of one of the firge 
physician-Congressmen, Dr. Hugh Williamson (1735-1819), wh 
served in the lst and 2nd Congresses, is shown with photo 
graphs of the five physicians currently in the House of Reps 
resentatives of the 86th Congress. 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Two members of the NLM staff have observed the fortieth 
anniversary of their federal employment. Miss Carrie Duncag 
of the Reference Division, who was employed initially in an 
other agency for several years, entered on duty in the Lis 
brary June 22, 1921, and has served the Library faithfully 
and loyally throughout the years. Mr. Herbert M. Smith's 
record of forty years is noteworthy because all of his feds 
eral service has been in the Library and in the same build 
ing. When Mr. Smith came to the Library of the Office of’ 


the Surgeon General, on March 26, 1919, he was employed as 4} 
messenger and one of his first duties was to carry the plang 
for the proposed new Library building between offices cons 
cerned. He has served under ten directors of the Library, 
beginning with Brigadier General Francis A. Winter. Mr 
Smith is currently the Library's Mail Clerk. 


HABERDASHERY IN AMERICANA 


A glimpse into the wardrobe of a gentleman of the early 
19th century was gleaned from the end papers and flyleaves 
of a copy of John Honeywood Steel's An analysis of the mins 
eral waters of Saratoga and Ballston, published in Albany if 
1817, while the book was being cataloged at the History of 
Medicine Division. Laundry lists of gentlemen's apparel had 
been scribbled on these leaves; the lists cover the period 
from "8 Sep." to "27 Nov." and record such items as: "6 
shirts, 5 neckcloths, 2 waistcoats, 3 pr pantaloons, 4 pf 
stockings, 1 night cap, 1 pockethf, 2 pr drawers, 4 pr sock#; 
2 vests, 1 night gown." A partially legible expense account 
lists "Steam boat and porter 13.50." We do not know whethet 
the porter was the portable or the potable variety. 
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Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
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